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Summary

This book includes the detailed lecture notes of 6 lectures on Magasid
Methodology (Al-Manhajiyyah Al-Maqasidiyyah), the ultimate aim of
which is to contribute to a much-needed and long-overdue re-
construction of Islamic reasoning that is both authentic and suitable for
contemporary times. The book starts by shifting the reasoning logic to a
connectivity- and objective-based logic and explains the significance of
this shift, and surveys the five most problematic limitations in
contemporary Islamic figh (scholarship in all disciplines), namely,
imitation (taglid), partialism (tajzi’), apologism (tabrir), contradiction
(tanaqud), and deconstructionism (tafkik). This is followed by a
fundamental re-orientation of the Islamic worldview in terms of
knowledge ('ilm), reality (waqi’), and reasoning (ijtihad). Then, five
overlapping and interconnected Maqgasid Methodology steps are
presented and discussed, namely, purpose, cycles of reflection upon the
Quran and Sunnah, framework formation, critical studies of literature and
reality, and formative theories and principles. Within the framework step,
seven fundamental elements are explained, namely, objectives (magasid),
concepts (mafahim), groups (fi ‘at), universal laws (sunan), values (giam),
proofs (hujaj), and commands (awamir). Finally, a novel classification of
disciplines in Islamic Studies is proposed, namely, Fundamental (Usul)
Studies, Disciplinary (Takhasusat) Studies, Phenomena (Zawabhir)
Studies, and Organizational (Mu asasat) Studies. The objective is to

renew Islamic research, education and action.
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Al-Manhajiyyah
Al-Magasidiyyah

(Maqgasid Methodology)

Nahwa I"adat Siaghah Mu asirah Lil-ljtihad Al-Islami
(Toward a Contemporary Re-construction of Islamic
Reasoning)

Dr. Jasser Auda
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